
COMMUNITY AND NEIGHBOURHOODS SCRUTINY PANEL

21st January 2018

Meeting commenced: 2.05 p.m.
“                  ended: 3:45 p.m.

PRESENT: Councillor Mullen - in the Chair

Councillors Fletcher, Karen Garrido, McCusker and Turner 

OFFICERS: Sarah Ashurst - Group Leader (Investment)
Jeanette Staley - Head of Community Safety
John Horrocks - Engineering Assistant/Technician, Urban Vision 
Paul Hutchings - Strategic Finance Manager
Mike Relph - Senior Democratic Services Adviser

1. APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE

Apologies for absence was submitted on behalf of Councillors Hunt, Ryan, Joan 
Walsh and Warner.

2. MINUTES OF PROCEEDINGS

The minutes of the meeting of the Panel held on 19th November, 2018, were agreed 
as a correct record.

3. BUDGET 2018/19 MONITORING

The Strategic Director for Place submitted a report providing an update in relation to 
the budget position of his service groups, with specific reference to the following:-

 Revenue Budget 2018/19
 Capital Programme 2018/19
 Progress in achieving agreed savings 2018/19

In addition to the report, a briefing note was also submitted with regard to the Salford 
Innovation Park, which provided additional information as requested by the Panel at 
their meeting held on 15th October, 2018 (Minute 4 (c)).

Members raised issues and commented on, and noted them, as follows:-

(a) What was the chief cause of the forecast variation in terms of the Housing, 
Communities and Neighbourhoods and Environment and Community Safety 
elements of the Revenue Budget 2018/19? It was indicated this was primarily due to 
the anticipated benefits of the transformation programme not yet being fully realised. 
In the short term these variations would be offset against other service areas



(b) What were the reasons for the underachievement against that estimated, in terms 
of income for the Salford University Business Park (SUBP)? It was reported the 
letting of units had not been at the level expected, which in turn had reduced income. 
In addition the unrecoverable costs incurred, as a result of the high void levels on the 
estate, had to be balanced against this. In the long term the Crescent Masterplan 
aimed to revive the fortunes of the SUBP.

(c) What were the current number of void premises/units on the SUBP? It was 
indicated this information could be provided.

(d) It was commented that the SUBP seemed to have failed to realise its expected 
potential. Similarly there was a possible need to review the current contract of 
Manchester Science Partnerships (MSP) to manage the site to ensure it provided 
value for money and this served the best interests in ensuring the growth and 
success of the SUBP.

(e) It was suggested it would be beneficial to include details of the scheduling of 
elements within individual budgets in future reports to provide an indication of when 
these would be achieved during the course of the financial year. 

(f) Supplementary information was provided in terms of savings achieved as a result 
of income secured by the Trading Standards through the Proceeds of Crime Act 
(POCA) 2017.

(g) It was confirmed that the investment made last year in digitising the Book of 
Remembrance and converting it to an online facility, would mean weekend staffing 
was no longer required.

(h) More detailed information was requested with regard to the Victoria Park Play 
Area refurbishments/improvements which were being met from Town and Country 
Planning Act 1990 Section 106 funding.

(i) Clarification was sought as to the source funding for the following elements of the 
Capital Programme 2018/19:-

 Roe Green Play Facilities
 Lowry Investment

(j) Reference was made to the Empty Property Project Costs within the Capital 
Programme 2018/19 and the individual properties and schemes being met from this.

(k) It was suggested that it would be of use to be provided with a breakdown of 
projects/schemes being funded through Section 106 monies and relevant to the 
remit of the Panel as part of future quarterly budget monitoring updates 

RESOLVED: (1) THAT the report, specifically the Revenue Budget 2018/19, Capital 
Programme 2018/19, progress in achieving agreed savings for 2018/19 and further 
measures to bring forecast expenditure back in line with the budget, be noted.



(2) THAT briefing note, with regard to the Salford Innovation Park be 
forwarded to the Growth and Prosperity Scrutiny Panel, where they be requested to 
consider its contents, and their attention specifically drawn to the following 
elements/issues (as detailed in (a),(b),(c) and (d) above):-

 The methodology used in income forecasting projected income of the SUBP
 The contract and performance of MSP who currently have responsibility for 

the management of the SUBP site.
 Current void levels.
 Whether current rental rates act as an incentive, or a deterrent, to businesses 

looking to relocate.
 Long term aims for the SUBP as part of the wider Crescent Masterplan and 

the potential for any of these to be realised earlier 

(3) THAT the Strategic Director for Place and Chief Finance Officer be 
requested to provide the further/additional information as detailed in (h) and (i) 
above.

(4) THAT the feasibility for future reports to include (a) estimated
timescales for implementation/completion of individual elements of budgets and (b) a 
breakdown of projects and  schemes being funded through Section 106 monies and 
relevant to the remit of the Panel, be investigated (see (e) and (k) above).

4. LIBRARY IMPLEMENTATION PLAN UPDATE
(Previous Minute 5 - 19 March 2018)

RESOLVED:   THAT the report be deferred until the next meeting of the Panel to be 
held on 18th February, 2019.

  
5. FLY-POSTING

(Previous Minute 4(f) - 19 November 2018)

John Horrocks provided an overview of the activities and enforcement action 
undertaken by Urban Vision on behalf of Salford City Council in tackling the problem 
of fly-posting. It was indicated that enforcement powers were contained in the 
Highways Act 1980 which caused difficulties in terms of prosecution, as this had to 
be taken against the actual person responsible for posting the offending signage, 
rather than the company it was advertising/promoting etc.

Members raised issues and commented on, and noted them, as follows:-

(a) The possible opportunities for Salford City Council to be more proactive in 
enforcement terms, for example when unauthorised signage was promoting 
companies who were licensed by the local authority, such as private hire firms. It 
was indicated that again the limitations Highways Act 1980 often prevented this.

(b) The arising traffic safety dangers of unauthorised signage placed at major 
junctions, as well as their general unsightliness.



RESOLVED: (1) THAT John Horrocks be thanked for both his attendance and the 
overview he had provided, the contents of which be noted.

(2) THAT thanks and satisfaction be extended to the Urban Vision 
Asset Management Division for their current activities and enforcement actions with 
regard to fly-posting. 

6. SALFORD CITY COUNCIL’S EMERGENCY PLANNING AND BUSINESS 
CONTINUITY APPROACH

The Strategic Director for Place, submitted a report providing an update on the 
progress made in emergency planning and business continuity since February 2018, 
which followed the transfer of this area of activity to the Place Directorate in May 
2017.

The report highlighted work undertaken since February 2018 which had focused on 
developing skills and expertise to deliver appointed roles and discharge duties such 
as those highlighted under the Civil Contingencies Act 2004.

Members raised issues and commented on, and noted them, as follows:-

(a) Who had responsibility in terms of incidents occurring on the motorway network 
with the City? Incidents on the actual motorway were within the remit of Highways 
England, however these often impacted on the surrounding local road network and 
area, so a multi agency approach was taken.

(b) In response to a question, it was reported that emergency data back-up services 
were located in central Manchester.

RESOLVED:  THAT the contents of the detailed and comprehensive report be noted 
and a further update be provide in 12 months time.

7. WORK PROGRAMME 2018/19

Members gave consideration to the Panel’s suggested Work Programme for 
2018/19. 

RESOLVED: THAT the Panel’s Work Programme 2018/19 as now submitted, be 
approved subject to the incorporation of the following matters:-

 Salford City Council’s Emergency Planning and Business Continuity Approach 
Update (see Minute 6 above) - provisionally January 2020.

 Proposed new GMP (Greater Manchester Police) Divisional Structure

8. DATE OF NEXT MEETING

It was noted that the next meeting of the Panel would be held on Monday, 18th 
February, 2019, commencing at 2.00 pm.


